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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

LEARNING EXCELLENCE FOUNDATION OF SOUTH PALM BEACH, INC. 

D/B/A 

IMAGINE SCHOOLS – CHANCELLOR CAMPUS 

 

 
June 20, 2016 

            5:30 p.m. 

 
The meeting of the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of the Learning Excellence 

Foundation of South Palm Beach, Inc. (the “Foundation”) d/b/a Imagine Schools-

Chancellor Campus (the “School”) was held at 3333 High Ridge Road, Boynton Beach, 

Florida.   In attendance were: board attorney , Julie Klahr and members of the Governing 

Board: Penny Pickett, Co-Chair; Tom Sutterfield,  Jennifer Weser, Lisa Talty, Erika 

Singletary, and Imagine employees in attendance were: Rod Sasse, Executive Vice-

President Imagine Schools, Inc., Susan Onori, Principal; Jorge Puente-Duany  , Business 

Manager; Mary Salas, Facilities Manager and Stephanie Standley, Assistant Principal.  

Also in attendance were parents and grandparents, Kathy Wolf, Sherry Lemon and NEED 

the other mom’s name. 

 

Tom Sutterfield called the meeting to order at 5:43 p.m.  

 

Tom Sutterfield asked if the meeting had been properly noticed.  Susan Onori reported 

that the meeting had been posted on the entrance/egress doors and on the Imagine-

Chancellor website and Mrs. Onori told the parents at the Principal’s breakfast. 

 

The first order of business was the approval of the minutes.  Jennifer Weser made a 

motion to approve the May 9, 2016 minutes.  Lisa Talty seconded the motion. The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

The next order of business was public input. Kathy Wolf introduced herself to the Board.  

Ms. Wolf stated the adverse decision to not allow Ms. Scales to say a proper good bye to 

the students that she taught was heartbreaking for her grandson.  She further stated that 

some students are having some emotional issues stemming from the decision. Sherry 

Lemon, a parent at the school stated that her son was very upset that he did not get to say 

a proper good bye.  She further added that she, along with other parents would have liked 

advanced notice regarding Ms. Scales so they could have discussed it with their children.    

Lisa Talty responded she understood how hard it must had been for the children.  Susan 

Onori stated that the timing was difficult, it was the end of the year and a letter had been 

sent home.  She understood their concerns and thanked them for discussing it.  Tom 

Sutterfield thanked the parents for voicing their concerns.   He further stated at a previous 

meeting parents did come to the Board with some concerns regarding Ms. Scales and the 

Board did not take action to remove Ms. Scales. He explained that it was up to the 

administration and that. Mrs. Onori and her team had made the decision to not renew her 

contract but the Board stood behind her.  Further discussion ensued regarding this matter.   
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The next order of business was the Principal update. Susan Onori informed the Board that   

Jorge Puente-Duany had been promoted to the Regional Finance Director and would be 

working a dual role.  She also informed the Board that she would be going to Syracuse to 

attend The Positivity Project Seminar.  Mrs. Onori informed the Board that to date, 

approximately $120,000.00 had been collected for summer camp.   Mrs. Onori presented 

the 2016-2017 tentative Governing Board dates.   

 

Ms. Standley presented and reviewed the 2015-2016 FSA scores.  She informed the 

Board that Imagine-Chancellor had made considerable learning gains. Further discussion 

ensued regarding the FSA and EOC scores.  Ms. Standley informed the Board that 

Imagine-Chancellor also made gains in both reading and math on the STAR test.  Tom 

Sutterfield inquired as to how many students would be retained in the 3rd grade based on 

the FSA reading scores and Ms. Standley replied “approximately 10 students would be 

retained”.  Discussion ensued regarding summer school for those students who will be 

retained if they do not pass the summer school assessments.  Tom Sutterfield discussed 

the concern throughout the district of computer training for the 3rd grade students as the 

FSA reading will be on the computer next year. Ms. Standley informed the Board that the 

students would receive plenty of instruction on the computers that they would test on. 

Further discussion ensued regarding this matter. Susan Onori informed the Board that 

Tori Brown and Silka Cuba would both be teaching 3rd grade reading next year. The next 

order of business was the approval of the 2016-2017 amended uniform policy. 

Susan Onori informed the Board that Senate Bill 672 policy 5.182 had been added to the 

uniform policy and stated that the school must add language to the existing policy to 

allow reasonable accommodations based on religion, disability or medical condition.  She 

further explained the DOE required schools to add the policy to the uniform agreement in 

order to receive the uniform funding from the state, which would be $10.00 per student.  

Rod Sasse stated that the funding would be a grant and the application would be received 

after the approved Board minutes and agenda were provided to the state.   Mr. Sasse 

stated that 40% would be distributed at the beginning of the year, 40% in the January and 

20% at the end of the year. Due to the fact that the funding would be a grant, 

documentation would have to be provided to the state as to how the policy was 

implemented, how it helped the educational process and how the school benefited from it, 

such as creating a safe environment.  Mrs. Onori also stated the black hoodies would be 

added to the policy.  Jennifer Weser made a motion to approve the amended uniform 

policy with the added verbiage. Lisa Talty seconded the motion.  The motion was 

approved unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next order of business was the increase of enrollment to 1025.  Susan Onori asked 

the Board to approve the enrollment to 1025.  Discussion ensued regarding this matter. 
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Lisa Talty made a motion to approve the increase of enrollment from 1020 to 1025.  

Jennifer Weser seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

  

The next order of business was E-Rate. Rod Sasse explained that E-Rate was a federal 

program and was decreased in the area of internet and phone and increased in the 

infrastructure area.  He further explained there was a substantial amount of paperwork 

involved in the process.  Imagine-Chancellor had contracted with the consulting firm, 

CTI to handle the paperwork and the arrow hives were installed in June 2015 by UDT.  

Mr. Sasse further explained that CTI and UDT did not communicate in the proper manner 

during this process and when the application was submitted to E-Rate it was denied.  It 

was denied because the paperwork had been turned in after the deadline and the arrow 

hives were installed before the new fiscal year. An appeal was filed and that too was 

denied.  Mr. Sasse felt that both companies CTI and UDT dropped the ball. In discussions 

with both companies, CTI waived the consultant fee for the 2015-2016 school year and 

UDT donated 10 Chromebooks to the school.  The Board thanked Mr. Sasse for his 

efforts.  Further discussion ensued regarding this matter. 

 

 

 

 

The next order of business was the IDEA update.  Tom Sutterfield reviewed the letter that 

had been sent to the Palm Beach School District and stated to date he had not received a 

response to his public records request. He informed the Board he would be attending the 

IDEA meeting between the District and Western Academy, as he was asked to attend. 

Mr. Sutterfield stated Imagine-Chancellor would only receive $33 for a student with a 

251 matrix.  Further discussion ensued regarding the funding formula. Imagine-

Chancellor would meet regarding the IDEA funding on Thursday, June 23, 2016. Mr. 

Sutterfield informed the Board of the approach that would be taken at the meeting. The 

Board discussed the frustration of the funding cut and the process of receiving the 

requested documentation from the district. A lengthy discussion ensued regarding this 

matter. 

 

The next order of business was the contract approvals.  Mary Salas reviewed the 

landscaping bids from Sports Turf One, Inc. and Panther Lawn Care with the Board.  

Mrs. Salas had asked Sports Turf, One. Inc. to reduce the cuttings from 68 to 52 cuts per 

year and she had yet to receive the amended quote.  Tom Sutterfield inquired as to an 

update on the sprinkler issues with Sports Turf One, Inc.  Mrs. Salas informed the Board 

the sprinklers were under warranty.  Mrs. Salas informed the Board Imagine-Chancellor 

did receive a bill for $2,500.00 from Sports Turf One, Inc. for the airification and the 

sand that had to be placed on the field.  Mr. Sutterfield inquired as to why they did not 

receive prior approval from the Board before moving forward with the process. Julie 

Klahr suggested that a letter should be sent to Sports Turf One, Inc. stating that this had 

been done without approval. Ms. Klahr stated if they only did it once, per the contract, 

there were 3 airifications left. Discussion ensued regarding this matter regarding the two 
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bids.  Jennifer Weser made a motion to award the 2016-2017 landscaping contract to   

Sports Turf One, Inc., pending the adjustments to the contract from 68 cuts to 52 cuts, 

clarification on airification on the last contract and the adjusted rate of the sand.  Penny 

Pickett seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Jorge Puente-Duany stated for the record that the bill for Sports Turf One, Inc. comes 

from STO Landscaping Services., Inc.  

 

Mary Salas reviewed the painting bids with the Board.   The bids were as follows:  Sun 

Art Painting Corp, $67,800.00, Painting Concepts, $70,000.00 and White Glove Painting, 

$68,000.00.  Discussion ensued regarding the bids.  Julie Klahr suggested that Tom 

Sutterfield ask the purchasing department at South Florida Water Management for their 

painting quote as White Glove Painting painted that building for $36,000.00 for a 

building twice the size.  Rod Sasse suggested involving Christian Cascone in the process, 

and to also inquire with other companies. Tom Sutterfield suggested that Christian 

Cascone contact Sherwin Williams. Susan Onori stated the painting of the building was 

not an emergency but, she did want the rust removed from the back of building.  A 

lengthy discussion ensued regarding this matter.  Penny Pickett made a motion to 

authorize Christian Cascone and Mary Salas to negotiate with the companies before the 

Board not exceeding $70,000.00 and contact Sherwin Williams and to also ask for GSA 

pricing. Lisa Talty seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

The next order of business was the sweep account.  Jorge Puente-Duany discussed the 

sweep account with the Board.  A lengthy discussion ensued regarding this matter.  Mr. 

Puente-Duany informed the Board he had discussed the sweep account with the CEO of 

Imagine Schools, Inc. and he stated that the Board would have to approve the sweep 

account in order to move forward. Tom Sutterfield suggested to move forward on a 

sweep account as long as BBT government rate account matches the statute and if it did 

not meet statute, to authorize looking into an investment policy that did; Penny Pickett 

replied “so moved”.  Lisa Talty seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The next order of business was the finance update. Jorge Puente-Duany reviewed the 

May financials and stated if Board had any questions to please contact him. Jorge Puente-

Duany informed the Board that Imagine-Chancellor wanted to purchase another 

Chromebooks and a cart for the 2016-2017 school year and the funds were allocated in 

the budget the Board approved at the May 9, 2016 meeting, 
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. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.  

 

 

Attested to By:                                                        _______________________ 

                                                                                  Chris Johnson, Chairperson 

 

       

                     __________________ 

          Date 


